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PASTOR’S THOUGHTS:
October 6-7, 2018
Donation Envelopes to our HVAC (heating and cooling) System Replacement Project can be found at all
entrances to our Co-Cathedral church. Please use the envelopes for your donations or the envelopes that was
mailed to you. At the end of this month and every month
till mid-December, please check the Stewardship Section (Weekly Collection Report) in this Bulletin to see
how we are doing with donations for this project. Thank
you for your support! Phase IV of our Project is ongoing
right that includes the demolition & removal of some old
units, creating access openings, completing the installation of panels, running wires and connections, etc.
The readings for this weekend are all about marriage
(a.k.a. “matrimony”) and divorce; I choose to focus on
marriage. Founded on the Scriptures and witnessed by
Jesus Christ, matrimony is one of the sacraments revered
by the Church. “Sacraments” as the Catechism of the
Church states it, “are efficacious signs of grace, instituted by Christ and entrusted to the Church, by which divine life is dispensed to us.” Just like the other six sacraments, matrimony then becomes a means for God to help
and save us. I like the word “efficacious;” the dictionary
define it as “successful in producing a desired or intended result; effective.” Matrimony and all other sacraments should result in filling us with God’s grace, life
and salvation!
I love marriage and married people. The small weddings
I have officiated and the wedding validations that I have
celebrated were special events for me as a priest to truly
express my love and admiration for people who have
found God in each other and want to consecrate themselves to God, in the presence of families and friends
who have been there for them. When celebrated in this
context and with this in mind and heart, weddings and
subsequently marriage, can truly be a sacrament that
leads us to God and His Kingdom -- this is what Jesus
was talking about in the Gospel of Mark this weekend.
The Book of Genesis narrates how the “union of man
and woman” began – from God. God initiated the
“process” and man and woman participated and completed it. The end-result of this “process” is for both to
return to God as one, the way God created us: One in
body, heart, mind and spirit. Unity and Oneness is the
goal of every Sacrament. It “IS” a process of becoming
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for married couples but it is not perfected yet. Through
the years, married people go through the process of
knowing and loving, discovering and loving, hurting and
loving, frustrated and loving, disappointing and loving,
angry and loving, and so on and so forth. At every stage
of their marital lives, the “loving” must remain, lest the
process of becoming United and One will not happen.
The “process of loving” that married couples have to go
through in their lives (sometimes painful and more often
difficult) is what leads us to God and to His Kingdom. In
the marital love that each of them give and receive in
their marriage, we all (you and I) benefit from it, somehow renewed by them and strengthened by the experience. Marriage and couples help us see God. This is
the reason why when “a marriage” fails to give a
glimpse or an experience of God and of His Kingdom,
then it will be in trouble.
Being a priest for 28 years, I studied and learned about
the sacrament of matrimony from my seminary studies
in college, graduate school of theology and canon law
with specialty in marriage laws. I started working in the
Tribunal of our diocese in 1989 till 1994 as a Defender
of the Bond dealing with “annulments,” and was eventually appointed the Judicial Vicar and Director of the Tribunal in 1994 until 2017. My over two decades of tribunal work afforded me the opportunities to read, prepare,
process and judge over a thousand cases of invalid marriages (and some valid ones). I have learned more about
“marriage” and “marital life” from my years at the Tribunal than from the books I’ve read. Despite the pains
and sorrows that people have go through in their failed
marriages, I saw glimpses of God among the brokenhearted who never gave up on their God and the sacrament. As I’ve said, even in our aloneness, marriage
can still lead us to God and to His Kingdom.
For those of us who are not married by choice or circumstances, or are widows and widowers, matrimony still
lead us to God through the experiences and examples we
see from others. Inspired by the marital love of the people that we love (our grandparents, parents, relatives and
friends), we are inspired to love unconditionally, give
unselfishly, forgive endlessly, and accept all without
hesitation and reserve. In the process, we all -- married
or not -- would lead God’s people to the Kingdom.

Father Vic+

Page 3

September 22nd/23rd
Weekly Collection
Weekly Loose
ACH Weekly

$ 7,053.00
1,950.63
335.00
$ 9,338.63

RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY
OCTOBER 7th

Thank you for your generosity !

11:30 AM: Annual Respect Life
Sunday Mass
With Bishop Fabre
2:00 –3:00 PM: Gather on the Boulevard,
silently in prayer.

Prayer for Hurricane Season

RAIN OR SHINE!!

Our Sunday Bulletin is supported by the advertisers who are
listed on our back page. What better way to say THANK YOU
than to remember them the next time you go shopping.

O God, Master of this passing world, hear the humble voices of
your children. The Sea of Galilee obeyed your order and returned to
its former quietude; you are still the Master of land and sea. We live in
the shadow of a danger over which we have no control: the Gulf, like
a provoked and angry giant, can awake from its seeming lethargy,
overstep its conventional boundaries, invade our land and spread
chaos and disaster.
During this hurricane season we turn to You, O loving Father. Spare
us from past tragedies whose memories are still so vivid and whose
wounds seem to refuse to heal with passing of time. O Virgin, Star
of the Sea, Our Beloved Mother, we ask you to plead with your Son in
our behalf, so that spared from the calamities common to this area
and animated with a true spirit of gratitude, we will walk in the footsteps of your Divine Son to reach the heavenly Jerusalem where a
storm less eternity awaits us.
Amen
In honor of Respect Life Month, our
church parish will be participating in a
Baby Bottle Fundraiser on October
13th & 14th to help support Crossroads
Pregnancy Resource Center.
Crossroads, located in Thibodaux, is a life-affirming Christian organization serving women struggling with an
unexpected pregnancy who may be considering
abortion. Founded in 2002 by Bishop Oscar Solis and a
St. Joseph parishioner, Crossroads has helped over 2,800
women and men in Lafourche, Terrebonne, Assumption,
Saint James and Saint Mary parishes.

MARCH FOR LIFE / 2ND COLLECTION
THIS WEEKEND
This collection will benefit those attending the March for Life
in Washington, D.C. in January 2019.
Bishop Fabre has attended the over the past 5 years and has seen
the benefit that comes to all who make the pilgrimage and
knows that this is money well spent. The registration fee for this
pilgrimage paid by each participant was increased by a
significant amount for the coming pilgrimage in
2019.
However, even with this increase, there is still always
a balance to be absorbed by the diocese.
Thank you in advance for your support.

Missalettes
October 7th –13th, 2018
Donated In Memory of

Deceased Members of
K.C. Council 1114
By: K.C. 1114

NATIONAL ROSARY CRUSADE
Saturday, October 13th
11:00 AM

Spenser Ford & Austin LeBoeuf (3)
Amy Dagate & William Pack (3)
Maria Scull & Corey Melancon (2)
Katherine Gianellonie & Matthew Mabile (2)
Amy Matherne & William Shaffer (2)
Katie Lively & Brandon Innes (1)
Claire Bossier & Matthew Delaune (1)

A Public Square Rosary sponsored
by America Needs Fatima will take
place Saturday, October 13th at
11 AM to honor the 101st anniversary of the
Miracle of the Sun which occurred in Fatima,
Portugal. It will be held between the church and
the rectory at the Blessed mother statue. Please
bring your rosary and lawn chairs.

